
Discussion Questions with Deeper Thinking 

• Text to Self – Jackson’s parents’ favorite football team 
is the Razorbacks.  Do you have a family member who 
loves a particular sports team?  What is its name?  
What is its mascot?  Draw a picture of this team’s 
mascot. 

• Text to Text – This story is set in the South.  Describe 
another story (book or movie) that is set in another 
part of the world.  What is the story’s title?  Where 
does it take place (state or country)?  What does it 
teach you about this part of the world? 

• Text to World – Jackson loves to fish on the Arkansas 
River.  Choose another river anywhere in the world 
and research it.  What is its name?  Where is it 
located? What is special about this river? 

• Main Idea – One lesson that you learn from this story 
is… “Nouns are in our lives every day.”  Name another 
story - book or movie - and in one sentence tell a 
lesson that you learned from it. 

• Author’s Purpose – Why do you think the author wrote 
this story, Smarty Britches: Nouns?  Do you think she 
may know a little boy named Jackson?  Do you think 
she wants to teach you something?  What would that 
be? 

• Inference – Jackson’s bedroom is decorated with the 
following items: sailboat, anchor, lighthouse, and 
paddles.  Why do you think he has these items in his 
room?  Do they symbolize or represent something that 
he loves?  What? 

• Cause/Effect – What was the result of  
(1) the raccoons climbing Poppy’s deck?   
(2) Jackson wearing his Smarty Britches?   
(3) of Dad being happy when the Razorbacks won? 



• Visualizing (what do you see?) As students look at 
each illustration, they may begin a sentence with the 
following prompts: 

1. This makes me think of … 
2. I laughed when … 
3. I learned that … 
4. If I could put on a pair of Smarty Britches, I 

would want to learn about … 
• Questioning – Think about the story.  What would you 

like to know more about?  Begin your sentence with… 
I wonder… 

• Predicting…what happens next?  The story ends with 
Jackson going to sleep and asking that his Smarty 
Britches will teach him something new each day.  
What could his Smarty Britches teach him when he 
wakes up the next morning? 

• Synthesize – Design a book cover with this title – 
“Nouns at (your town/city/school)” – Include the five 
types of nouns as they apply to the town/city/school 
in the illustration. 

• Venn Diagram – Using a Venn Diagram model, 
students compare and contrast the state of Arkansas 
to another state. 

• Summarize – Students explain how the story began, 
the types of nouns taught, and how the story ended in 
three or four sentences: verbally or written. 

 


